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North Ben al badly needs,
INdustrial infrastructure

ob

about

A coordinated develo pment strategy should be opertion_al ised, involvin g both public and pnva te sector agencies forfacilitating accele rated developm ent of the northernregion of the country, writes M Azizur Rahman
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The local pcople mus! be
adviscd lo understand thai
cxploration of coal will be
more remunerativc for ther
than agricultural productionl
Thc affected farmcrs should
be given propcr co,npcnsa-.
tion, if necessJry at a rela-
tivcly high rarc.

Ruppur Nuclcar Plant
should also he takcn up for
early conso'uction. keeping
!n eye on includinS sornc
ncw inler-related projccts.'
This nuclear plxnt will help
produce more than 5.0 thou-
sand mcgawall (MW) of
clectricity.

La(ge toreign companics
likc TAIA Sroup of India cafi,
be invitcd expressint quitc
serious interrtion of the gov-
crnment ahout promoting
such investmcnts. for a big
push to modern economic
activities in Pabna and
Dinajpur in the grcatcr inter-
cst of the nation, lo produce
itcms like cement and fer-
tiliser on a largc scalc.

Finally, local private
entreprcncurs should be
cncouragcd in an increasing
numhcr to takc up projects
for producing elcctricity in
the northern rcgion of
Bangladesh on relatively
easier lerms and conditions.'
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and employment-crcatinS
opportunitics have not
cxpectcd or improved in
commensurale with thosc
available in othcr rcgions o[
Bangladcsh.

Industrial infrastructures
including, gas and clectricity,
railway and road communi-
carion facilities, in addition
to cntacprcneurial arc too
inadequatc compared with
thosc in othcr rcgions. Onc
problem of infrastructurc is
closcly associatcd with thc
o(her problematic areas relat-
ing to broad arcas of infra-
structurcs; it is likc a vicious
circlc of poverty. For cxam-
ple, bccausc of lack of gas,
cleclricity and road commu-
nication, the industrial enrre-
preneurs are not altracted to
invesl in north Bcngall

That creates a lot of other
prohlems including those in
areas of businesses, employ-
menl opportunilics. sclf-
employmcnt fac ilitics and
thc quality of family lifc and
standards of living for thc
people in the northern part of
Bangladesh.

The arca of Rajshahi
Division in Bangladcsh or
rhe North Bcngal of the thcn
British lndian regime. is
35,000 sq krn. This is about
24 pcr cent of thc wholc tco-
graphical area -- of I,4'1,570
sq km - of Bangladcsh.
Roughly speaking, thc gco-
graphical area of thc north-
crn part of the countly is,
thus, about one fourth of the
whole country.

The population in norlh
Bengal is also about one
fourth of the aggregale num-
ber in Bangladcsh.
Population per squarc kilo-
mercr is a little bit highcr in
norrh Bengal than that in lhc
wholc of Bangladcsh. It
means that while
Bangladcsh is the most
densely populatcd area,

north Bcngal is, thus, aboul
25 of the total Unions in constructed through thc

Mouzas, al ready acquircd land fromtotalling 59,990 in north thc Jamuna bridge to Bogr
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Bangladesh is 86,
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ration of coal rcsourccs of
Fulbari, Dinajpur have also

the country.

Thc number of villagcs in bctwecn north Beneal and
174 among eastcrn parr of Banglidcsh.

nonh Bengal. Thii is about
30 per cent of thc total num.
ber of villages in country.

Among rhc 16 districts in
north Bengal, gas is avail-
ablc only in Bogra. Bogra
used to be thc founh largcst
industrial city in
Bangladesh, Bcforc gas
facilities wcre madc avail-
ahlc in Bogra, many indus-
trial unils and factorics,
localed therc, used lo gct
sick and or 8o out of opera-
lions duc to lack of powcr
and cnergy.

Per capita availability of
grs and clectricity in Bogra
is still far loo inadcquate and
can in no wiry help fAcilitate
an accelerared ind uslria I

growth process and devclop-
ment. Railway, roads and
airways arc also loo poor in
lheir supply and quality of
serviccs lo hclp thc grow(h
of businesses in north
Bcngal.

Thc scrvice sector and
financial institutions includ-
ing banks, insurance and
leasing companies and
industrial operations and thc
activities of non-government
organizations (NCOS). avail-
ability of induslrial finance
elc,. arc not also favourable
to growrh-facilitation in thc
northcrn part of Bangladesh.

Thc silk industries in
Raishahi and Thakurgaon.
agricultural and non-agricul-
tural products and equip-
ment in Bogra, weaving
industry in Pabna. tobacco
production and processing in
Rangpur and the related so
many other small industries
and related concerns can be
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